M. A. Ansari, Asaf Ali, Sathyamurthy, Bhulabhai Desai, and B. C. Roy) on the one hand, and Gandhi's Constructive Program in place of civil disobedience on the other. Nehru represented the third alternative, and he came to head the Congress socialists in this context. Interestingly, Nehru had taken this struggle into the open and rendered the campaign into a polemic with Gandhi.55 It may be noted that this was not for the first time that Nehru had begun discussing this aspect in the public domain. He had, in fact, done this in 1933 itself. The Lucknow session of the INC (April 12-14, 1936) also witnessed the unraveling of this struggle in many ways.
Nehru's address did not skirt the debate within the Congress, and there was indeed a polemical note to it. Freedom, to Nehru, was an inevitable step toward social and economic change, and not an end by itself.
I should like the Congress to become a socialist organization and to join hands with the other forces in the world which are working for the new civilization. But I realize that the majority in the Congress, as it is constituted today, may not be prepared to go thus far. We are a nationalist organization and we think and work on the nationalist plane. It is evident enough now that this is too narrow even for the limited objective of political independence, and so we talk of the masses and their economic needs. But still most of us hesitate, because of our nationalist background, to take a step which might frighten away some vested interests. Most of those interests. are already ranged against us and we can expect little from them except opposition even in the political struggle.57
Interestingly, Nehru placed on record his reservations against the village industries program on grounds that though it may serve as temporary expedient of a transition

footnote: Chandra, et al., India's Struggle for Independence, pp. 311-322.
56 Whither India? was a collection of three articles that Nehru wrote in newspapers on the subject.
On September 14, 1933, Gandhi, in a letter to Nehru, wrote: "I am also in whole-hearted agreement with you, when you say that without a material revision of vested interests the condition of the masses can never be improved." Nehru, Whither India? pp. 1-16. Presidential address (April 12, 1936), Jawaharlal Nehru Collection.
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